Biographical Notes                 231
on classical themes.   His prose writings deal chiefly with sub-
jects connected with poetry.
Browning, Robert (1812-1889). Born at Camberwell, the son
of an official in the Bank of England. Browning was educated
privately,, and published his first work, Pauline, when he was
twenty-one. Later he visited Italy, where much of his future
life was destined to be spent, for after his marriage to Elizabeth
Barrett, the poetess, in 1846, they settled in Florence until the
latter's death in 1861. Browning was a profound thinker, and
many of his poems at first seemed obscure and appealed to a
somewhat narrow circle, but later he became more widely
appreciated and studied His best-known longer works in-
clude Christmas Eve and Easter Day, Pippa Passes, and The Ring and
the Book, the last being, perhaps, his greatest work. To a large
circle of younger readers he is best known by his shorter poems,
such as The Pied Piper ofHamelin and How they brought the good
news from Ghent to Aix. After his wife's death Browning lived
mainly in London, though he died in Venice. He was buried
in Westminster Abbey.
Burns, Robert (1759-1796). Son of a small fanner in Ayrshire.
The poet's early life was spent on the farm, in adverse condi-
tions, but in 1786, through the help of Dr. Thomas Blacklock,
Burns published his first book of poems. This led to his visit-
ing Edinburgh, where he was well received in literary circles.
Eventually he took up fanning again, to which he added the
duties of exciseman, but Burns made no success of either
occupation : his muse was all he cared for. His best-known
longer poems are The Cottar's Saturday Night and Tom o* Shanter,
the latter having, perhaps, the most popular appeal of all his
work.
Byron, George Gordon; Lord (1788-1824). Son of Cap-
tain John Byron and great-nephew of the then Lord Byron, to
whose title he succeeded in 1798. His early life was spent at
Aberdeen, but he was educated at Harrow and Trinity College,
Cambridge. The first of his works to attract attention were his
Hours of Idleness (1807) and the satirical English Bards mi
Scotch Reviewers (1809). In 1809 he went abroad, and the